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We have developed this policy roundup to update our readers on legislative issues that impact workforce development.

Community College and Career Training Grant (C3TG) Program
In late October, the US Department of Labor (USDOL), working in partnership with the Department of Education, will issue a grant solicitation (SGA) for the $2 billion C3TG program. This funding was authorized as part of last year’s reauthorization of Trade Adjustment Assistance Act (TAA), and funded through this year’s Budget Reconciliation legislation. Under the C3TG, $500 million in each of the next 4 years will be provided through competitive grants to community colleges for programs designed to serve TAA eligible (trade-impacted) dislocated workers, especially in trade-impacted communities. 

USDOL is not expected to allow any of the funds to pay tuition; instead grant funds would build the capacity of 2-year colleges to reform their programs of instruction for adult learners. 

JFF has encouraged USDOL to fund grants that focus on: dual customers; high demand industry sectors; career pathways for low-skilled individuals that lead to postsecondary credentials and employment in high demand occupations; and partnerships with philanthropy and other key stakeholders. We expect that the grants will focus on the needs of employers in high demand sectors, accelerated pathways, real-time training, and postsecondary programs that are offered and organized in ways that meet the needs of adults. 

While programs will be built to meet the needs of trade impacted dislocated workers, there will be no restrictions on who is served by the programs once they are developed. And while partnerships are not the focus of these grants, there should be opportunities for partnering with community colleges in the development of these proposals for innovation and reform. 

Update on Reauthorization of the Workforce Investment Act
Neither the House nor the Senate have acted on WIA reauthorization this Congress. House Democrats have not yet begun drafting. House Republicans have introduced a bill, H.R. 4271, the Workforce Investment Improvement Act of 2009 sponsored by Reps. Brett Guthrie and “Buck” McKeon (R-CA) that calls for system streamlining, enhancing the role of employers, increasing coordination in system infrastructure, improving accountability, and increasing state and local flexibility. 

The Senate is continuing to develop a bipartisan reauthorization bill that may be introduced before Congress adjourns. While the likelihood of Senate passage and enactment of a bill this year is close to zero, development of a strong bill is very important as it could be the foundation for action next Congress. In general, we expect the Senate bill to: 

· Authorize innovation grants; 

· Require strategic planning across WIA programs; 

· Set the expectation for innovation within the existing system including the development of career pathways for low-skilled adults, an increased focus on credential attainment, and the development and expansion of sector-based and other initiatives focused on high demand occupations and family sustaining employment; 

· Require regional convening, planning, service delivery and partnerships among workforce boards to spur innovation, economic growth, and the leveraging of funds; 

· Identify common performance measures across WIA programs that include interim measures, measures of credential attainment, and encourage longer-term service strategies for low skilled adults; 

· Increase emphasis on training and wrap around services; 

· Encourage training models that accelerate learning (including integrated service delivery models) particularly between adult education, WIA and postsecondary programs. 

FY 2011 Appropriations and Innovation Grants
Both the House and Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittees marked up their FY 11 appropriations bills before leaving for the August recess. We anticipate a lame-duck congressional session to be held after the elections, at which time Congress will act on an Omnibus appropriations bill containing 12 appropriations bills rolled up into one, including Labor-HHS-Education. Another possibility is that Congress would decide to extend funding at current levels through a Continuing Resolution (CR). If Republicans achieve large electoral victories, they are likely to want a temporary extension of appropriations into 2011 so that the new Congress can enact final funding levels in February.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12]
